
 
 
I’m Andrew Kerry-Bedell, active local area campaigner and Lib Dem County Councillor for Bourne. 
 
Every resident here, whether in Harbour Villages or on the Manhood Peninsula, is facing the same 
threat. Our families and our rural and coastal way of life is being put in peril by a Government 
house building policy that demands 300,000 new houses a year.  
 
Let’s be honest, the Government doesn’t care where we build these new houses, as long as they 
get built. This means individual targets imposed on every Council, all based on a broad brush 
arbitrary calculation system rather than a scientific method of working out local housing need. And 
we know this is true because, after the last election in December 2019, the Government tried to 
change the calculation to mean an even bigger target of 380,000 a year. It was only a massive 
backlash from Southern, mainly Tory controlled councils, that made them stop this. 
 
The Government’s own data agency, the ONS, will also tell you the country simply doesn’t need all 
the new houses the Government demands we build. Yet our own Council’s new housing building 
target is 50% bigger than it was five years ago, despite one million people leaving the UK post 
Brexit and COVID. And why do they need to build these new houses in all the wrong places? 
Everyone knows that, around our local areas, we have empty buildings and shops in population 
centres, plus hundreds of empty houses that could become new homes.  
 
And that’s why we’re all here today. As far as we’re all concerned, there are too many new houses 
planned, all dictated by Government, with 1,100 new houses on the Manhood peninsula and 2,200 
West of Chichester. And the evidence for this home overload is compelling, and even as compelling 
as the evidence of number 10 parties. 
 



Firstly, there’s climate change. Scientific studies that show most of the coastal land that’s left to 
build new houses on could actually be under water in our children’s lifetimes, due to more rain 
storm events and sea surges. But also, with rainfall in the last three years going up 23%, it’s shown 
how overloaded our sewage systems are, with that 23% extra rainfall resulting in eight times the 
storm sewage overflows into our local harbours and seas  
 
Secondly we just don’t have the space. Only a quarter of all the land area around Chichester District 
is left when you take out the South Downs National Park and AONB. So that means all new 
Chichester house building is shoehorned onto the Manhood Peninsula, and along a 1km wide East-
West corridor all the way along the A259.  
 
In turn this strains every local road well beyond its planned capacity. In the last decade we’ve seen 
20% more traffic, created by a combination of new houses plus hordes of people visiting our 
beautiful coastal scenery in Spring & summer. And this traffic increase has had a disproportionate 
effect. On the A259 from Fishbourne to Havant, originally designed just for a horse and cart in 
places, there have been 60% more deaths and serious injuries in the last 10 years, all due to too 
many vehicles of all types hammering down overloaded local roads. 
 
Thirdly, new houses simply can’t go in places where there’s not enough local infrastructure. Surely 
the Government, Michael Gove and our MP Gillian Keegan must accept this. The fact that new 
housing just isn’t an option with a lack of road capacity, decent cycleways, public transport, 
healthcare, social care, shops, school places, job opportunities and sewage treatment capacity.  
 
Aah sewage - it’s not just Government housing plans that really stink. Along with flooding risks and 
the problem of lack of space comes lack of sewage capacity and sewage overflows. You’ll all have 
heard that last year Southern Water was fined £90m for discharging untreated sewage into 
harbours and seas off the South Coast.  
 
The good news locally is that we’ve had some recent successes tackling sewage, both in Harbour 
Villages and on the Manhood Peninsula. We’ve got Chichester Council and Southern Water to 
accept that there’s hardly any sewage treatment capacity left, and to stop any new houses being 
built once that sewage capacity runs out.  
 
These successes have only been driven and come about by us all working hard as a team. It’s taken 
local residents and campaign groups to actually take this action on sewage issues rather than our 
MP, or Government, who simply spout on about it. And it’s not been easy either. Tackling sewage 
capacity issues has taken thousands of letters, emails, petitions, Council questions and local action 
from residents, Parishes and District and County Councillors. Yet, despite lots of hot air and column 
inches in the papers, no visible action has been taken on this issue by our MP Gillian Keegan. Yet 
again, like Michael Gove, Gillian is notable by her complete absence today.  
 
But, whilst we’re starting to tackle sewage capacity, there’s another sewage related issue to deal 
with now, and it’s been going on for decades. That’s the issue of storm sewage overflows into our 
Harbours and seas.  
 



In 2020 there were 520 separate storm sewage spills totalling 8,500 hours pouring into our local 
waters from at least one Southern Water outlet like Thornham, Chichester, Sidlesham or Pagham. 
And it’s even worse if you look across West Susses. in 2020, compared to three years before, there 
were four times as many sewage spills, and for eight times as many hours, all from Southern Water 
managed sewage works and pumping stations. So, despite their £90m fine, things are getting a lot 
worse rather than better.  
Maybe that’s also why, last month, we heard that the Environment Agency is preparing another 
massive court case because, yet again, there’s evidence that all sewage companies have been 
illegally discharging thousands of tons of sewage. 
 
And we know the root causes of sewage. One is obviously house building. 3,300 new houses West 
of Chichester and on the manhood means another 1,600 tonnes a day of waste water to process. 
That’s an extra Olympic sized pool full of sewage, every day. And there’s climate change to consider 
too. There’s been an increase of over 20% in annual rainfall in the south, just in the last five years, 
and it no longer occurs as drizzle either. When it comes down it’s often in massive deluges that 
floods fields, driveways, roads and, of course, sewers. 
 
We also know our Government is determined to put corporate water company profits ahead of 
local people. With the recent Environment Bill discussion in Parliament every single Conservative 
MP voted to block a House of Lords motion on an action plan to curb water companies from 
discharging storm sewage into our local rivers, harbours and seas. And yes, Gillian Keegan also 
voted to block any immediate storm sewage action plan. 
 
In conclusion, with over 5,000 of you signing our petition to fight against housing overdevelopment, 
we’re all here today in unison. We want the Council and Government to listen to all the critical 
issues concerning local people. Like protecting our harbour and seaside ecosystems, our 
environment and our wildlife, and making sure the Manhood and Harbour Villages can cope with 
climate change and coastal flooding in the coming decades. 
 
And finally, let’s demand that the Government, Michael Gove and our MP, Gillian Keegan, 
recognise and accept Chichester District is a unique case for new housing. Let’s make Government 
and our MP stop trying to make us build far too many new houses in all the wrong places, where 
everyone knows they simply can’t and won’t fit. Let’s hear it for people power! 

 

 

  



Why is the March for Manhood and the Harbour Villages important? 

To show the strength of feeling that local residents have about the fact that neither Government or local Councils seem 
to be listening to them about trying to build too many new houses. That’s new houses in areas where there’s just not 
enough suitable land, on productive greenfield sites and where there’s a serious risk of sea flooding in our children’s 
lifetimes, all with not enough adequate infrastructure like roads, schools and sewage capacity. 

What is the petition against new houses all about?  

Firstly, we don’t have the space for the number of new houses forced on us by Government, with only a quarter of the 
land area left around Chichester District when you take out the South Downs National Park and coastal AONB areas.  

Secondly, due to climate change, we’re getting heavier rain and stronger sea surges, so most of the land that’s left to 
build new houses on all around Chichester coastal areas could be under water in our children’s lifetimes.  

Thirdly, the Government, Michael Gove and our MP Gillian Keegan must accept that new houses simply can’t go in 
places where there’s not enough local infrastructure in place. Infrastructure like roads, cycleways, public transport, 
healthcare, social care, shops, school places, job opportunities and sewage treatment capacity. 

Why is sewage such a big deal around Chichester?  

With 3,300 new houses planned West of Chichester and on the Manhood peninsula, our Victorian era sewage systems 
simply can’t cope. With rainfall in Southern England up 23% just in the last three years we’re also getting storm sewage 
overflows into our local harbours and seas that last eight times longer than they did three years ago. These regular 
sewage overflows are stopping local people and visitors enjoying the full benefits of the harbour around our wonderful 
harbourside villages. Let’s face it, there’s been minimal investment in sewage processing equipment in the past and no 
sign of any more from Southern Water until 2025 at the earliest. Worst of all, they currently have no plan on exactly 
how to increase capacity. Many of our local sewage works like Thornham are already at full capacity, so we’ve just got 
to stop building more houses until SW spends the tens of millions needed to get sewage treatment here up to scratch. 

Why is it so difficult to build so many new houses in Bourne and on the Manhood? 

The coastal area around Chichester is unique. We’ve got a triple lock challenge of a lack of land in our District, high risks 
of coastal flooding with climate change and a lack of basic infrastructure like Victorian era sewage systems and local 
roads designed for a horse and cart that now get 32 lorries down them on a regular basis. It’s obvious that if 
Government insists that you have to build the new houses first to get any money for roads, bridges and schools, then 
somethings got to break, and that’s why we’re challenging Government imposed housing numbers 

How big a challenge is climate change in Chichester? 

Most land on the Chichester coast is less than 5 metres above sea level, and with our coastline there’s no way to build 
traditional coastal defences like sea walls either. The 2 degrees Celsius increase in temperature that it’s predicted that 
we’ll see in the next 100 years will result in over 40,000 current Chichester houses on the coast inundated by the sea, 
and yet Government and Chichester Council is insisting we build new houses in precisely these areas, sheer madness. 

 

 


