I’m Joan Foster, I live in Hunston on the Manhood Peninsula and I’m Chair of the
Manhood Peninsula Action Group. Thank you for coming today – wow – look how
many of us there are! Fantastic!
So, why are we here. It’s quite simple – the Manhood Peninsula and the Harbour
Villages are full. We can’t take any more houses and that isn’t because we’re Nimbys.
It’s because the roads can’t cope, the sewage infrastructure can’t cope (more of that
later!), there are no jobs, the schools are full and sea levels are rising.
The Manhood Peninsula and Harbour Villages are unique environments surrounded
by the sea and harbours. They are flood plains, they host wonderful bird life, they are
a tourist destination for those wishing to enjoy the sea, harbours and land.
BUT, 70% of Chichester District is made up of the South Downs National Park and the
Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. That’s great – and you can’t
build there. That leaves 30% of Chichester District where you can build – and guess
where that is? Yup – the Manhood Peninsula and the east/west corridor through the
Harbour Villages.
You might think, well 30% can be built on, is that problem? Well, it is if you do the
sums for the number of houses you want to build on 100% of Chichester District not
on 30%. So, they are trying to squeeze a quart into a pint pot and it won’t go.
So, that’s our first problem – unless you cover the Manhood and Harbour Villages
with concrete, we can’t fit in the houses they want to build here.
AND there are more reasons why building new houses has to stop - the A27. The A27
has been a problem for decades. The debacle of the consultation in 2016 when the
option of a northern route was withdrawn two weeks before the consultation
started means we are no further forward. Both Chichester District Council and West
Sussex County Council have approved a mitigated northern route and consultations
have started again to decide what should be done. Don’t hold your breath though –
we’re talking about the 2030’s!
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We are grateful though that it seems that the insane proposal to build a link road
from the Tesco roundabout to Donnington will not go ahead. Called the Stockbridge
Link Road. Chichester District Council wanted it as they knew that more housing
would be refused until better road infrastructure was in place. Thankfully they
cannot afford the costs of the Stockbridge Link Road and the enormous damage it
would have done to Chichester Harbour might be avoided. BUT it’s not plain sailing
as CDC still want to add lights to the roundabouts on the A27 and worse, allow no
right turns onto the A27 from the South.
We all know that the Chichester by-pass can be solid with traffic. When I moved to
Hunston in 2005 it used to be Fridays when the by-pass was blocked. Now it seems
to be every day, especially through the summer. The problem for us is that the bypass is the east/west route but all of us living south of the A27 need to cross it or join
it to access the rest of the country. This will only get worse if the new Arundel bypass goes ahead.
That brings me to the next critical reason why building has to stop – our
environment. Despite the good words from developers about mitigation and offsetting, the truth is that building on green field sites damages the environment.
Chichester District Council are rightly supporting bio diversity corridors, though only
north/south and not east/west across our area. The problem with that is though
birds and mammals are incredibly clever, their routes might not fit neatly into our
corridors. We need to think bigger. We are a unique area, we need to protect it not
build on it.
And of course, climate change – predictions of global warming of 2.5 degrees means
we could be under water up to the A27 by 2050. We have to take this seriously and
not just look the other way and carry on as if nothing is going to happen. It is and we
must act now to work out how to protect the Manhood and Harbour Villages. It is
immoral to build new houses that could be under water in 30 years-time.
Greening the Manhood and Harbour Villages must be our aim. We have all heard the
good words from COP26 but I wonder if Greta Thunberg is right – they are just blah,
blah, blah. We can do this, if we work together, share our visions and think big but
start small. We need everyone to join us – what can you do, what can I do, what can
we all do? That’s ongoing work. But right now, we want Government to understand
that local issues must be addressed rather than national building algorithms applied
without understanding.
Which leaves the elephant in the room – sewage. We know the sewage treatment
works are at capacity, but it’s worse than that. Southern Water were fined £90
million for polluting seas and rivers and it goes on. I am one of those mad people
who swim all year round. Sunday 9 January, I swam at Bosham Quay – lovely.
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Monday 10 January, two swimmers went to Bosham Quay to swim and saw, what
shall I say, poo, faeces, shit in the water. The photographs are disgusting. I know that
partially treated sewage is discharged when there is heavy rain as the treatment
works can’t cope. I did not know that raw sewage is discharged.
The sewage system cannot cope right now. Anymore building will make it worse and
worse.
So, I hope you agree that we must make a stand. This is now. We will present our
petition to Government. We will lobby our MP Gillian Keegan, invited but sadly not
with us today. We will continue to pressure our District Councillors – they are
responsible for our future and we need them to get it right.
If you want to help with Greening the Manhood and our campaigns, search for The
March for Manhood online and the website will give you the links you need to get
involved. Thank you for coming – the time for action is now.
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